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Abstract

As one of the most populated and densest cities in the world, Hong Kong is constantly
confronted with a shortage of land on which to develop housing. One of the most pressing
urban issues for the new HKSAR Government is how to create more affordable homes for its
population of 7.1 million. This research will explore the feasibility to convert some of the vacant
industrial buildings in Kwun Tong to meet the need for affordable housing for all people in Hong
Kong. Building upon a theoretical framework on adaptive reuse, this research will explore 1) the
essential considerations when converting an industrial building into residential units, 2) the
institutional framework / administrative procedures required for implementation and 3) the urban
planning issues such as green spaces, community facilities, school allocations, commercial
distribution and cultural centers which are to be considered for an affordable and livable
residential urban environment.
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