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SUSTAINING PUBLIC HOUSING: THE CASE STUDY OF BOSTON’S CASTLE SQUARE APARTMENTS
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Abstract

For over half a century, American governments have
been struggling to sustain thousands of public housing
projects across the nation. Among them there is Castle
Square Apartments, a 500—unit low— and moderate—
income development in Boston, Massachusetts. This
article provides an overview of the historical, political,
economical and social background of Castle Square,
its success, lessons, and transformations over time. The
paper raises the importance of sustainable public hous—
ing development, the challenges in social, economic, and
environmental perspectives, as well as implications for
policy makers, planners and architects of China's public

housing development.
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